R Contributors ©e

Catherine Addison completed her PhD on Byron in 1987 at the University
of British Columbia, Canada. She has taught at several universities in South
Africa and Canada and is at present an Associate Professor at the University
of Zululand. The topics on which she has published include a variety of
Romantic, Modernist and Renaissance poets, simile, prosody, colonialism,
African women’s fiction and the verse novel. Contact details:
caddison@pan.uzulu.ac.za

Sister N. Gloria Irenata Biyela, a Franciscan nun of Assisi Convent, Port
Shepstone, KwaZulu-Natal, obtained her PhD in Selected Animal—and Bird
—Proverbs as Reflectors of Indigenous Knowledge Systems and Social
Mores: A Study from Zulu Language and Culture at the University of
KwaZulu-Natal in Pietermaritzburg, South Africa. She is a Lecturer in the
Faculty of Education at the University of Zululand, where she trains student
teachers, teaches Communicative isiZulu to American students and conducts
field research on Sustaining and Revitalizing Zulu Cultural Heritage. She
freelanced at SABC-UKHOZI FM radio for nine years, presenting
Traditional African Religion and promoting isiZulu Language. She is a
member of the Bible Translation Review Committee for the Bible Society of
South Africa. Contact details: nbiyela@pan.uzulu.ac.za

Judith Coullie is Professor of English at the University of KwaZulu-Natal.
She has edited a collection of South African women's life writing (The
Closest of Strangers, Wits U.P. 2004). She has also co-edited a CD-ROM on
Roy Campbell (Campbell in Context, Killie Campbell Library, 2004), a
volume of critical essays on Breytenbach (a.k.a. Breyten Breytenbach,
Rodopi, 2004) and interviews on southern African auto/biography (Selves in
Question, Hawai'i UP, 2006). The memoirs of Campbell's daughters, edited
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by Coullie, will be published in 2010 by Zossima Press. Contact details:
assagay@iafrica.com

lan Glenn is Professor of Media Studies at the University of Cape Town. He
is working on a scholarly edition of Le Vaillant in French as well as on the
second English volume for the Van Riebeeck Society. Contact details:
lan.Glenn@uct.ac.za

Ruth Babra Gora is a Lecturer in the Department of Curriculum and Arts
Education at the University of Zimbabwe. She holds a Secondary School
Teachers’ Certificate, Bachelor of Education Degree in Shona and Master of
Education Degree in Language Education. Her areas of specialization are
Shona Language and Literature, and Psycho-and-Sociolinguistic Aspects of
Language. She has co-published in the areas of Children’s Literature and
Computer Assisted Language Learning. Currently she is co-researching in
female-authored Shona novels and the teaching of Zimbabwean indigenous
languages as second language. She is married to Shadreck Joshua, with two
children, Shadreck Tadiwanashe and Cassandra Tanaka. Contact details:
goraruth@yahoo.com

Myrtle Hooper is Senior Professor in English at the University of Zululand
where she has taught for some 21 years (with a three-year excursion into
administration). Her doctorate was on silence in Southern African fiction,
and she has published on various South African writers, notably Mofolo,
Plaatje, Smith, Paton, Head and Rooke, as well as on Joseph Conrad. Present
research interests include cross-culturality and identity; privacy, politeness
and power; and the ethics of reading. The present paper was originally
prepared for the Literature and Ecology colloguium on Birds held in
Mtunzini in 2009. Contact details: mhooper@pan.uzulu.ac.za

For the past twenty years, Pat Louw has been teaching English at the
University of Zululand. Her research interests include Southern African
Women’s Writing, especially Doris Lessing, and American Creative Non-
Fiction, dealing with concepts of wilderness, landscape, place and belonging.
She has organized conferences in Literature and Ecology and continues to
seek ways to combine a concern for the natural environment with
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imaginative writing. Contact details: plouw@pan.uzulu.ac.za

Christopher Low obtained his DPhil on Khoesan medical history at Christ
Church College, Oxford University, following professional training in
osteopathy, acupuncture, archaeology and medical history. He is currently a
Visiting Fellow at African Studies, Oxford, and is involved in various
projects including teaching, researching Namibian film history and working
as an advisor on forthcoming television series. Contact details:
Chris.low@africa.ox.ac.uk

Taryn Laing-Cox obtained her MA (English) at the University of KwaZulu-
Natal. She is currently completing her DPhil at the University of Zululand
where she has also worked as a lecturer. Aside from her academic research
interests, she also teaches creative writing and has had her own poetry and
prose published in creative writing journals. Contact details:
philcox@mweb.co.za

After earning a PhD at the University of British Columbia, Travis V. Mason
completed a Mellon Postdoctoral Fellowship at Rhodes University in
2008/09. He is currently undertaking a Killam Postdoctoral Fellowship at
Dalhousie University, where he is researching literary responses to science in
Canada. A Member at Large for the Association for Literature, Environment,
and Culture in Canada (ALECC), his recent publications have appeared in
Studies in Canadian Literature, Canadian Literature, and, collaboratively,
ISLE: Interdisciplinary Studies in Literature and Environment. Contact
details: tvmason@dal.ca

Syned Mthatiwa is a PhD student in Literature at the University of the
Witwatersrand in Johannesburg, South Africa. He is also a short story writer
and poet. He obtained his BA and Master’s degrees from the University of
Malawi,where he is also an academic member of staff in the Department of
English at Chancellor College—a constituent college of the University. He is
interested in postcolonial literary and cultural studies, ecocriticism, oral
literature, and protest literature and narrative strategies in fiction from
Southern Africa. He has published several journal articles on Malawian
poetry and fiction. Contact details: Syned.Mthatiwa@wits.ac.za
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Priya Narismulu is a full Professor in English Studies at the University of
KwaZulu Natal. She researches, lectures, supervises and writes in a range of
areas including the anti-apartheid resistance literature (which was the subject
of her PhD); postcolonial cultural theories and research methodologies;
feminist and spatial approaches to art and culture; the intersections of
discourses of gender, race, class, nationality, etc; the challenge of
social/political justice in South African literature (with a focus on African
women's poetry and short stories); discourses that deal with the challenges of
sexuality, gender agency, masculinity, and HIV/AIDS in South Africa; life
narratives of shack residents; curriculum development; and research
development. Contact details: narismulug@ukzn.ac.za

Johannes A. (Jannie) Smit is a graduate of the University of Durban-
Westville (now UKZN), editor-in-chief of Alternation and served as research
chair of the Humanities for some years. He has a lifelong commitment to
interdisciplinary learning and critical research capacity development and
currently serves as Academic Coordinator for Religion at UKZN. He teaches
Comparative Religion (Christianity), and supervises MA and PhD students in
Religion and Social Transformation. Contact details: smitj@ukzn.ac.za

Wendy Woodward is a Professor in English Studies and Deputy Dean of
Teaching and Learning at the University of the Western Cape. She has
published widely in the fields of South African literature, and gender and
colonialism. In 2001 she co-edited Deep Histories: Gender and Colonialism
in Southern Africa (Rodopi). More recently she published The Animal Gaze:
Animal Subjectivities in Southern African Narratives (Wits University Press,
2008) within the Human Animal Studies field. Her second volume of poetry
Love, Hades and other Animals (Protea) came out in 2008. Contact details:
wwoodward@uwc.ac.za

Dan Wylie teaches English at Rhodes University, Grahamstown. He has
published two books on Shaka, Savage Delight: White Myths of Shaka and
Myth of Iron: Shaka in History, a memoir, and several volumes of poetry. He
founded the Literature and Ecology Colloquium in 2004. Recently he
published Elephant (Reaktion Books), and now concentrates on the interface
of literature and ecological concerns.Contact details: d.wylie@ru.ac.za.
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